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Rustic Pathways Foundation

                                
Education Through Travel Scholarship Fund


Dear Applicants,

Thank you for your interest in the Rustic Pathways Foundation. We created the Education Through Travel Scholarship Fund to provide students enrolled in American high schools with the opportunity to participate in international service, language immersion, and adventure travel. The scholarships are awarded based on need and merit. They are intended for motivated students who would otherwise not be able to afford the costs of travel.

Included in this packet you will find information on how to apply for a scholarship, the eligibility requirements, when and how scholarships will be awarded, as well as contact information in case you have further questions.

We encourage the motivated applicant to explore the summer programs described at www.rusticpathways.com.  Particularly, students should consider what programs most interest them and why they wish to compete for this particular scholarship. While we expect parents to offer advice during this application process, we expect that students who are truly motivated and committed to applying for this scholarship should be the primary authors of this application.  Ideally, the application process involves a measure of self-reflection so that applicants learn about themselves and what they hope to gain from a summer travel experience.

We look forward to receiving your applications!
Sincerely,

The Rustic Pathways Foundation
ELIGIBILITY

Applicants must be between 14 and 18 years of age and currently enrolled in an

American secondary school. While the Rustic Pathways Foundation has a variety of initiatives that strive to create educational and enrichment opportunities for people from all over the world, the Education Through Travel Scholarship Fund is intended to engage young people living and studying in the United States.  
Because the awards are need based, and very limited, only students whose families cannot afford summer travel programs without the scholarship should apply. Students who have traveled with Rustic Pathways in the past are not eligible for the Education Through Travel scholarship.

The final award is determined by the selection committee based on the financial need and merit of the candidate. Typically, the scholarships range from partial to full program cost; however, in most cases, scholarships may not cover domestic or international airfare costs.  Students should be prepared to raise funds to pay for their travel arrangements.   
As a condition of the award, scholarship recipients are expected to create a Reflection Project based on their summer travel experience.  This project is intended to help students focus their thoughts and reflect upon their own personal growth while also sharing what they learned from their summer travel experience to a broader community.  Please refer to Attachment: Reflection Project at the end of this document for more information about this requirement. 
Application Checklist

· Applicant and Family Information

· Financial Information and related attachments (IRS Form 1040)

· Program and Travel Interests

· Original Academic Transcript

· Extracurricular activities, work, and athletics 

· Essay

· Two (2) letters of reference (Attachment A and B)

· Reflection Project Agreement (Attachment C)

Applications must be postmarked no later than March 1st, 2010. Applicants will receive notification of awards in April 2010. Please send all application materials to:

The Rustic Pathways Foundation

PO Box 445

Willoughby  OH 44096

APPLICANT AND FAMILY INFORMATION

STUDENT APPLICANT INFORMATION

	Last name: 

	First name: 

	Phone Number: 

	Email: 

	Current Address: 

	School: 

	Current Academic Year (Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior)

	Gender:                   Age:


FAMILY INFORMATION: 
	Full Name of Mother/Guardian: 



	Occupation: 

	Current Address (if different from applicant):



	Phone/E-mail:

	Full Name of Father/Guardian: 



	Occupation: 

	Current Address and Phone Number (if different from applicant): 



	Phone/E-mail:


FINANCIAL INFORMATION

PARENTS’ INCOME AND EXPENSE INFORMATION:

All financial disclosures included with this application will be treated confidentially. 
	Please state your family’s total combined income for 2009 $






	Please estimate your family’s total combined income for 2010  $






	How many children, including the student applicant, are receiving support from you in 2010?
 




	How many children listed above will be attending tuition-charging childcare, schools or colleges in 2009-2010? 







ADDITIONAL FINANCIAL INFORMATION:

Please attach your parent or guardian’s most recent IRS tax form (e.g. form 1040). If there are any additional factors that you feel we should be aware of, please explain these on an attached page.

	Please estimate the amount of aid you require from RPF in the form of a scholarship to make your trip a reality: $ ____
__



	Please estimate the amount you will be able to contribute to funding your trip (including program and airfare costs) through family contribution, work, and fundraising in your community: $___
____




PROGRAM AND TRAVEL INTERESTS:

Please specify the summer travel programs that interest you the most (1st being the greatest). You can refer to www.rusticpathways.com for possible program choices.   
	
	Name of Program 

	1st choice:
	

	2nd choice:
	

	3rd choice:
	

	4th choice:
	


The Scholarship committee will take the preferences that you list above into account when determining scholarship grants; however due to limited resources and availability, we cannot guarantee that you will be able to attend the specific program of your choice.  In this case, please list below your primary interests in terms of life skills, geographic area and service projects.  (i.e.:  Spanish language, Service with children, etc) 
List any dates when you will NOT BE AVAILABLE to travel during the summer. Please note that in some cases the more flexible you are with dates that you can travel, the better we can accommodate your program interests.
ESSAY:

On a separate page, please address the following topic in an essay of 250-500 words
· What makes you an exceptional candidate for the Education Through Travel Scholarship? How will you benefit from a summer travel experience both now and in the future?

Academic/Extracurricular Information:

1. Please provide us with an official transcript from your high school. If your school does not grade students, please enclose your most recent evaluation or instructor report.

2. Attach an additional page describing any part-time work, community service organizations, athletic teams, household responsibilities or any other activities that demand a significant amount of your time and energy. For each activity, indicate the dates of participation, the average amount of time spent per week on each activity and a brief description of your involvement and responsibilities.    For example:
	Activity/Work
	Hours per week
	Dates of Participation
	Brief Description of Responsibilities

	Habitat for Humanity volunteer
	2
	June-August 2008
	Help build houses for families


Letters of Reference:

Please provide us with two letters of reference speaking to your character and appropriateness for this scholarship. The format of these letters is included with these application materials and should be completed and signed by:
1.) A teacher or advisor who knows you well. (Attachment A)
2.) An adult non-family member (over 21) who can provide insight into your attitude and maturity. (Attachment B)
These letters should be signed by your references and sent back to the Rustic Pathways Foundation with your application in a separate, sealed envelope or via email attachment.
Note: The Rustic Pathways Foundation reserves the right to verify references.

	By signing this application, I certify that the information I have provided is true, correct, and complete to the best of my knowledge.

_____________________________________________           Date ________________

              Signature of applicant

_____________________________________________           Date ________________

              Signature of parent or guardian


Attachment A
Letter of Reference
To the Applicant: Please complete the following information and give this document to a teacher/advisor who knows you well.  
	Applicant Name: 

	School: 


To the Sponsor: The Rustic Pathways Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization committed to strengthening communities and increasing educational and enrichment opportunities available to deserving youth in the United States and abroad.
Education Through Travel Scholarships are based on both financial need and merit and provide funding for students that wish to participate in summer travel experiences.   Your candid evaluation is very important in helping us determine if the applicant is appropriate for this scholarship.  Feel free to attach additional pages if necessary. Completed forms may be submitted in a sealed envelope with the student’s application materials, via e-mail attachment to the Rustic Pathways Foundation at foundation@rusticpathways.com or sent separately in the mail to PO Box 445 Willoughby OH 44096.
1) How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?


2) Summer travel programs require students to possess flexibility, a willingness to learn, and above all a positive attitude. Please comment on the applicant’s personal character, academic talents, maturity and work ethic. 

Attachment A: Letter of Reference
3) The Education Through Travel Scholarship is not intended to fund summer vacations, but rather learning experiences that will benefit students professionally and personally.  Please describe how this applicant will benefit from a summer travel experience in terms of both personal growth and professional development.  

4)  I recommend this student for an Education Through Travel Scholarship


Very strongly           Fairly strongly           With reservations
Not at all
     
Sponsor’s Signature





Date



 

Sponsor Name











Title/Affiliation











School
Name












Telephone



E-mail



















Attachment B

Letter of Reference
To the Applicant: Please complete the following information and give this document to an adult non-family member (over 21) who can attest to your attitude and maturity.  

	Applicant Name: 

	School: 


To the Sponsor: The Rustic Pathways Foundation is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization committed to strengthening communities and increasing educational and enrichment opportunities available to deserving youth in the United States and abroad.

Education Through Travel Scholarships are based on both financial need and merit and provide funding for students that wish to participate in summer travel experiences.   Your candid evaluation is very important in helping us determine if the applicant is appropriate for this scholarship.  Feel free to attach additional pages if necessary. Completed forms may be submitted in a sealed envelope with the student’s application materials, via e-mail attachment to the Rustic Pathways Foundation at rusticpathwaysfoundation@gmail.com or sent separately in the mail to PO Box 445 Willoughby OH 44096.
5) How long and in what capacity have you known the applicant?


6) Summer travel programs require students to possess flexibility, a willingness to learn, and above all a positive attitude. Please comment on the applicant’s personal character, academic talents, maturity and work ethic. 


Attachment B: Letter of Reference
7) Education Through Travel Scholarships are not intended to fund a summer vacation, but rather a learning experience that will benefit the student professionally and personally.  Please describe the value of a summer travel experience to this applicant in terms of both personal growth and professional development.  


8)  I recommend this student for an Education Through Travel Scholarship


Very strongly           Fairly strongly           With reservations
Not at all
     

Sponsor’s Signature





Date



 

Sponsor Name











Title/Affiliation











Telephone



E-mail



















Attachment C

Reflection Project

The Reflection project is an important follow-up requirement for all Education Through Travel scholarship recipients.  Reflection projects can take the form of written essays, school presentations, community service projects or any other creative project of the student’s design.  For example, a student who receives a scholarship to participate on the Maleku Tribe Immersion and Service program in Costa Rica may propose a Photo Journal Reflection Project.  During his/her time in the Maleku village h/she would take pictures of the different cultural traditions and write observations and experiences in a journal.  Upon returning to the United States, this student would organize a school presentation sharing his/her observations of the Maleku culture with peers. This is just one example of the many projects that scholarship recipients may propose as their Reflection Project.      
Reflection Project Timeline:

· Before embarking on their trip, scholarship recipients will submit a project proposal of no more than one page to RPF within 30 days of the postmark on the scholarship award letter. For example, if the Rustic Pathways Foundation scholarship award letter is postmarked on April 5th we must receive a Reflection Project proposal postmarked or emailed by May 5th.  
· Upon return from their trip, students are responsible for submitting a concrete timeline for completion of the project. This must be received by the Rustic Pathways Foundation within 7 days of the students return to the United States. If students wish to make any changes to their original proposal, this must also be included with the timeline. 

· When the Reflection project has been completed, students are responsible for sending a description of their project’s results and any corresponding materials to the Rustic Pathways Foundation.  This might include copies of written essays, photo journals or power point presentations related to the project.  

By signing this document, you agree to fulfill the requirements outlined above for the Reflection Project if awarded a scholarship from the Rustic Pathways Foundation.  Please include this signed document with the rest of your application materials.  
_____________________________________________            ________________

              Signature of applicant





Date























































































Rustic Pathways Foundation

P.O. Box 445 Willoughby OH 44096

foundation@rusticpathways.org
(800) 321 -4353 


